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No. XI. 


Weak though Lam of limb, and fhort of fight, 
Far froma lynx, and not a giant quite ; 
Vildo what Mean and Cugse:.pen advile, 
To keep my limbs, and to preferve my eyes. 
Not to go back is fomewhat to advance, 
And men muft walk at leaft, before they dance, 
Pors. 





A rnoven ny companions denominate me an idler, 
and one, who floats carelefsly down the ftream of life, 
yet long fince, Lhave marked the diftin@ion between 
itagnation and /renuous indolence. This is a difcrimi- 
nation rarely, I believe, made by mankind, who, ob- 
ferving a character, that does not methodically purfue 
fome one object, ftraightway argue that he never can 
poftefs ‘* land and beeyes.’’—A conclufion illogical, un- 
warranted, and to which the lie is daily given, by ex- 
perience. Men, ftudious of laborious eale, not floth- 
ful, happy to deceive the time, not waite it, form a 
clafs numergus and refpe@able. To rank thefe loiter- 
ers with thofe, who doze life away, is like comparing® 
the noilelefs current of a running brook, to the “* green 
mantle of the flagnant pool.’”—-We may be ftupidly 
bufy, and fplendidly and vivacioufly idle. They, who 
with pack-horfe conftancy keep the road, will at night 
reach the inn; but he, who leaps the hedge, and af- 
cends the mountain, is alone qualified to defcribe thofe 
beauties of nature and art, peculiar to the country. 

Idlers, infedted with lethargy, are Valetudinarians, 
for whom no ftimuli can be fuccefsfully preferibed; and 
the falhionable Brown himfelf, aided by the exhilira- 
ting powers of opium and eather, would retreat from 
their bedfide in defpair. Thefe deaf adders cannot 
hear the voice of the charmer, charming never fo wifely, 
Difdent of my ability to rub off this ruft of the foul, 
I thall not wake your two legged dormice, from the 
deep fleep, into which they have fallen, The lettered 
Ioiterer can be rouled; he mérits, and will hear in- 
ftruéion. His attention, though unfixed by Dr. Gitt 
on the canticles, will continue active, till a brief effay 
is peruied. As Genius and Tafte frequently follow this 
faunterer in his lounge, for the fake of the company 
he keeps, a3 well as bis own, I will fuggeft what, in 
Bible phrafc, may be profitable to dired. —Among other 
fore evils, incident to the indolent fcholar, may be 
reckoned that defpair, which induces him to fit down 
and do nothing, becaufe he cannot do every thing. 
Perfection we all know, or ought to know, is unattain- 
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able. Yet fometimet near, and oftentimes diftant ap- © 


proaches may be made to the cupola of Fame’s temple. 
Even the attempt merits no mean praife. Ca#sar, 
SHAkesreARE, and HANDEL appear and aftonihh, like 
the phoenix, but once in a hundred years. But we 
daily behold experienced Generals, meritorious poets 
and dele@able muficians, Thefe, though it were be- 
yond their ability to fubjugate Gaul, to weave the 
feenes of Hamlet, or compoie the Meffiah, have con- 
tented themfelves with executing tolerably, what the 
etherial few atchieved excellently well. But fomeam- 
bitious, all grafping {pirits, poffefling five talents, will 
rathly bury them, unlefs inftantaneoufly multiplied to 
ten. Thefe pofitions, perhaps unpleafant and unper- 
fpicnous in an abitract form, may be thus laconically 
illuftrated. 

A poetical enthufiaft fhall read, and relifh the bards. 
Perufing Porr’s Homer, every poeticai energy fhal! be 
roufed, and in aéion. If he cannot rival the defcrip- 
tion of ACHILLES’ fhield, or AJAx retreating, he will 
renounce Parnaflus for ever. Though he can defcribe 
accurately in the ode, or fting puignantly in the epi- 
gram, yet, failing in the epic, the mufes droop and 
fink from his defpairing view, and poetry is but ‘‘ ela- 
borate watte of time.” 

A law ftudent pores over ‘* Littleton on Tenures,” 
confident that the crowd will admire his future decifions, 


as Judge of the Federal court. Some unlucky day, whea ° 


the mental eye is “‘ unpurged by euphfaf@and rue,’7. 
he cannot meafure the difference of a brace.of quibbles? 
or difcern a fubtil diftin@ion in Coxe. “Me throws 
down his folio, goes forrowing to reft, 4d you may 

hear him mutter in dreams, “* hopelefs fugly, hedged 

withthorns—Gothic letter--ditference between PLow- 

DEN and Pore.” 

Thefe ezample:, thus Vightly purfued, will convince 
the fcholar tliat this habit is common and dangerous. 
In fact, genius is prone to the fanguine in every project. 
Such is the abftrufenefs of fome fubje&ts, and the labour 
of others, that few can purfue a literary path, without 
encountering fome,obitacle.—But hall a pebble check 
our bold and impetuous career ?—Shall one, formed to 
explore new avenues to knowledge, to reach their ter- 
mination, and to return and become a guide to future 
adventurers, daftardly abandon his defign, becanfe not 
inftantly accomplifhed 2 It fhould be remembered 
that in “* great attempts, "tis glorious even to fail.” 
Though we ftumble feven'y times and feven, let, us 
rile and perfevere. he {cholar, like the merekanc, 
fhould exult at petty gaius, aod, from their accumula- 
tion, form his capital. Though, trom his lofty concep- 
tions of excellence, he infers that mediocrity is not to 
be tolerated, he fhould re@ea@, that if his dedn@ion 
were believed, the lamp of learuing would expire. 





Such is the progreilive nature of the mind that, like 
Rome, from fmall beginnings fhe gradually rifts to 
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glory, exercifes boundlefs dominion, and challenges 
the admiration of mankind. Had this defpairing: hu- 
mour prevailed, the nebleit energies of the foul had 
been repreffed. Casan, carelefs of the empireof the 
world, would have fauntered through the ftreets. of 
Rome, gallanting CLeopATRA.-—SHAKESPEARE would 
have id.y angled in the Avon, and jefted with War- 
wickthire.boors. Minton would have flogced truants, 
at his fchool ia Bumhill #elds. Sir Josni A REYNOLDs 
and Dr. Gotpsmaira, would have been daily drunken, 
at the Bedford Coffee-houle :—And Wasuinc ron, a 
Virginia planter, inftead of warring. in the tentcd tield, 
would have overfeen, one of rice, or indigo, and 
fmoaked tobacco, of his own railing, fupinely in the 
fhade, 
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CHARACTERISTICAL SKETCHES OF 
CHARLES JAMES FOX, ESQ. 


Nothing extenuaie, nor fet down aught in matice. 
SHAKESPEARE. 


Tsrarprvity is the mow ftriking feature in the cha- 
tacer of this gentleman;,candour and franknefs are 
confpicuous traits, “His propenfities are warm, his af- 
fections fiicere, his antipathies Rrongly marked. En- 
dowéd by nature with great talents, his perceptive fa- 
culties are ftroénz; and, impelled by the ardour of his 
temper, he chooles with promptitude the conduét he is 
to adopt, and purfues it without wavering. he cau- 
tion, which timidity infpires, his mind is in no degree 
fufceptible@f; aud he deipifes, as little and mean, 
thofe arts, which the bulk of mankind, under the name 
of prudence, confider, as virtues of the firft magnitude, 
To this worldly idol he has never Lent the knee; and 
to this cir¢umitance muft be afcribed the many rebuffs, 
he has met with, in his political career. 
Thefe, his natural propenfities, have been greatly 
hich he has been 
accidentally placed. Being the favourite fon of an ia- 
duigent parent, who beheld with a fond partiality the 


hetohtened, by the circumftances, in w 


we 


firtt marks of genius, which in him were difcoverable, 
? } ° os uf 4. * ee «sat 
ata very early period, he was invited to ¢ ratiiy, With- 


out referve, thofe vouthful impulfes, which often re- 
. ; ' 5] , t } 
quire to be reprefied, eyen among tne molt dull and 


phlegimatic part of mankind. Afiwence opened to him, 


a 6-4 anelet in 146 her abeardart fares iat oS 
at his firft outfet in life, her aburdart fore 55 Which, 
as wes natural to fuppofe, he diffipated with the moft 
lavith proiufion. His manners were of courte irregu- 

‘ Basin tale f Ne EP dh. od nloafives eten 
lar, Hav: afted fo early of the cup of pleafure, was 
it to Le fuppefed that one of his natural warmth of 
in u co » VOsu ite CAs Uae ILS balit : £1 czxpe- 
rienced this fituation, pe rs, a higher degree of 
int Z ; t ni i ve done. 


= 


merfed ia the purfuit of pleafure, his heart, if we are 
to believe the teftimony of bis acquaintance, remained 
uncorrupted, and his perceptive faculties onclouded. 
Amid the giddy whirl of unceafing amulements, he has 
coutrived to pick up fuch a diverfity of knowledge, as 
has often confounded his opponents, and aftonilhed his 
friends. Though envirored with difficulties, at times, 
that might have induced one of great natural fteadincis 
to waver, his political friends have nevér accufed hin 
of the fmalleit tendency of that fort. His aequaint- 
ance, therefore, have ever entertained for den the 
mott cordial good will, atid fincereft attachment: and 
his opponents, though from political motives, they find 
it their intereft to depreciate him.in the eyes.of the pub- 
lic, profefs for him in private the fincerett refpedt. 
My. Fox’s talents mtight have qualified him for a 
ftatefman of the firft rank ; but his natural propentities 
arefo ill calculated, for acquiring an extenfive popular- 
ity, among a free people, that his efforts to obtain a 
firm authority in the nation have proved hitherto abor- 
tive. Like Cafar’s wife, the filiniter of a free people, 
if not immaculate, fhould at Jealt te accounted fo. 
Prudence, in one, who afpirés to this tation therefore, 
is the cardifal virtue ; aud our hero, if he aim at 
power, has certainly been gnilty of avery great mil 
take, when he refolved to difregard its fuggeftions. 
Inferior talents, difpofitions of the bafeft fort, and the 
mott obvious improprieties of condudé, if covered with 
a veil of difimulation, fupported by ftrong pretenfions 
to virtue and igtegrity, though contradié¢ted by obvi- 
ous facts, will be infinitely an overmatch for any per- 
fon, who fhall have the imprucence to aflme the oppo- 
fite line of condu@. The people at large are incapable 
of nice inveftigations, and may therefore be deceived; 


but they efteem virtue fo much, that where it is appa- 
rently difregarded, it will be ditiicult to conciliate 


their favour. In vain thall we be told of his caudour: 
Candour, when it oppofes the dictates of common fente, 
can only be accounted weaknefs. Indeed, every thing 


in the conduét of this gentleman, whether in admini- 
tration, or in oppofition, plaialy difeovers, .that bril- 
liancy of talents, and acutenefs of perception rather, 
than great application and folidity of judgement, form 
the bafis of his character. Difliking the labour of dee; 


; 


inveftigation, he too often adopts the opinions of men 
of talents inferior to his own, and only difcovers,. 
when too late, in the courie of his rapid public difcuf- 
fions, that he has thus done wron ; 
champion therefore, aiming at power, My. Fox hgs 
been guilty of the moft extravagant crrorsin conduct; 
and his efforts in the fenate, however violent, and his 


reafoning however juft, it requires no extraordinary 
talents to predid@, mult ever prove uiluccelsiul, while 
this line of condué jhall | perfev red in, 

His oratorial powers are eminent. Lley takea tinge 


however, from the natural bias of his mind, and the 
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habits, ia which he has indulged. Violent and impet- 
uous, his words rufh forth like a torrent, buriling 
from fources, that had been long pent up, with rapid 
aud impetuous fury. But his orations tend rather to 
aflonifh, than to convince; to overpowerand overawe, 
than to perfuade ard conciliate acquiefcence in his de- 
dugtions. The {peaker rather, than the thing fpoken of, 
attradis the attention; its effects therefore are tempo- 
rary and unimportant. In attacking an opponent, the 
violence of his manner excites a {trong fenfation, that 
the arguments arife from paflion and prejudice rather, 
than from a calm convidion in the mind of the fpeaker; 
and the hearers are inclined to fufped a fallacy, even 
where they cannot deteé it, and to range theinfelves, 
if unprejudiced, on the fide of his opponents. This is 
an unhappy defeét in an orator, thougt ha nati ural con- 
fequence of that bent of mind, which Mr. Fox has taken 
pleafure tocherifh. His talents, therefore, are in every 
cafe counteraéted by his prejudices, and his own ezer- 
tions have tended more effectually to fruftrate the ob- 
jes he aimed at, than any efforts of his opponents ever 
could have done. 

As a literary charader, Mr. Fox is not well known. 
He has figured chiefly in the walk of politics ; 
we are to judge from fome eafy pieces, that have inci- 
dentally dropped from his pen, there is much reafon to 
apprehend, that if his attention had been directed to 
teat line, he would have madea {till more con{picpous 
— -¢, thanasafenator. Delighted with the pleafures 

fotial life, he would have indulged his aative a 

otal without conftraint, in following 
paths of Anacreon, 

Mr. Fox, thotgh vet a young man, has been Jong 
engaged in an adiive political career. Whether he 
to be weary of that inceffant buitle 


but if 


*? 


: th e fettiv 


. 


now really begin 
; o jong engaged, and ferionf 


it which he has been § 
wifhes to indulge in private life thofe focial propenti- 


al to his mind, as has ae 
the r he begins to fee the 


ties, that feem to be congeni 
tly Afferted ; or whe 


ineficacy of that mode of pul c condneét he has purfued, 
and the impridence of indulging in it, and thinks of 
preparing himfelf in good earnett, for attaining the 


t his ambition, by 
in preferen 


higheft object o 
prejudice 


paying refpect to the 


; of others, e to his own propen&- 


ties, it is not for us to fay: but certain it is, that on 
a late trying occafion *, he acted, untefs in one inftance, 


y a high law author- 
nd propriety 


(where it is afferted he was mifled | 


ity) with a moderation a very unlike to 
what was fe alin him on fimilar occafions ; 
that tte 

more temperate, than before ;— 
in general, as well as his particular friends, cannot 


and fince 
his conduct in parliament has Sirs much 
a change that the public 
kelp remarking with fatisfaGion: as it is the general 


eeen 


fenate ha: 
senate does 


+t ‘ se Pri-e . 
at the « bikes OF tue ass irclill 








degraded by that indecent warmth of difpute, which 
has been too long puptued, w ithinthe walls of Stephen’s- 


chapel. 
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PARTERRE. 





ORIGINAL POETRY. 








Cuarirs Corron has attained high reputation for his 
Travettie of Virgil; a work infpired by all the powers 
of laughter and burlefque. The following witty fer- 
verfion of serra: fublimity was the ludicrous effufion 
of a poetical phyfician, Whole premature death forbade 
him t to protraé + life, by his feience, or to gladden it 
by his humor. 


Parony of that noted paffage in Pore’s Homer, 
beginning with 


* AURORA NOW, FAIR DAUGHTER OF THE DAWN.” 


AURORA now began to rife, 
And light her flambeau round the fxies, 

When Jove arofe from loufy bed, 

And yawn’d, and ftretch’d, and fcratched his head. 
His tleepy followers wext he call’d, 

To them affembied thus he bawl‘d: 

«¢ Ye halt-dreis'd, lazy dogs ! give ear! 

And what I fay, with patience hear : 

If one of you, or man, cr boy, 

Affiit the Greeks, or fececour Troy, 

Nay, if he only will to do it, 

I fwear I'll make the 
His martial vigour I { 
And fend him homeward like a fool : 
Nay, he may think me wond'rous civil, 
If 1 don’t hurl bim to the Devil: 
There, held by lock, and bolt, 
*Tili the prefum ptuousdog grows better ; 
And plung’d as far beneath Hell’s centre, 
As that from us, to {peak at venture. 

Let him, who.thinks this vain parade 
Stand out—I'll thwack the doughty blade. 
And, if ye dare to claim controul, 

I'll bafte the ribs of every foul, 

Come on, for form's fake let us try, 
Whether be ttronger- ~~ or I, 

Here—fee my leg? clap or 

And lug and pul! with might and main, 
Haul till you’ re tired P lil never {tir, 
Nonght can remove the thundcyer, 

But when 1 lift my brawny fitt, 

I knock ye all juit where 1 litt. 


| ehloein , an < > 
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*Tisthus I rule fuch brainlefs clods, would repeat a Daily Advertifer, from beginning to : 

Nor care a groat for men, or Gods!” «. J end. At the rehearfal, his opponent reminded him of I 

He ceas’d, the fools were fadly fcar’d, his wager, imagining, as he was drunk the night before, 

And not a fingle whorefon dar’d, } thathe mutt certainly have forgotten it, and rallied him 

To contradict, or make reply ; feverely, on his boafting of his memory. Lyon pull- 
While Jove with laughing thook the iky. ed out the paper, and defired him to be judge, whether 


But, when his godfhip ceas‘d his laughter, 
Pallas, his deareft bafedorn daughter, 
Came driving in, all wet with tears, 

Hcr flaming locks about her ears, 


hedid, or didnot, winthe wager. Notwithftanding 
the odd connéétion of the paragraphs, the number, and 
variety of advertifements, and the general chaos, 


7 With one fhoe on, and one bare foot, which is in the compofition of any news-paper, he re- ie 
i And but one ragged petticoat, peated it from beginning to end, withont any miftake, : 
And fniv’ling cry’d—* well—well—we'll yield == 
-§ To leave the Grecians on the field, 


Tue author of an old book called the Theatre of the 


; pagel Pa a agg meee, World, fuppofes, that ifa perfon who died of love 
For, faith, they'll fall in fhoals, like mice, were to be opened, and anatomized, we fhould find all 
i Unlefs yon jet us give advice.” his entrails gone, his heart burgt up, his liver fmoaked 
‘ Atthis the furly god relented, and dried, and all the dependencics of the brain dam- 
And of his purpofe half repented ; nified and {poiled: and he believes, that the poor foul y 
; Flew to the flut with eager pace, (as he calls the lover) was fcorched, and, as it were 
And warmly kiG’d her dirty face, roafted upon a fire, with the vehement, ardent, and 


In haite the lad his fignal took, furprifed him. 


While all heavens craggy timbers fhook, 
And inftantly with wond’rous fpeed, 











= enero geen 


Produc’d a rawbon’d founder’d fteed. LEVITIES. 
Unthed, uncomb’d, with rotten rein, 
Coarfe fhaggy fides, and tangled main. AN ODD PRAYER OF A MISFR. 
; ets Faeny aking barks tg Sea O Loap, thou knoweft that I have nine houfes in the , 

The nag put on in hatte to fly, city of London; and likewife that I have lately pur- / 
And cut his capers round the fky. chafed an eftate in fee-Gmple, ia the county of Efex: ; 
Pluto, as ufual ev'ry funday, therefore I befeech thee to preferve the two counties 

} Had jutt fet down to tafte his "gundy, of Effex and Middlefex from fire and earthquakes. And, 


When, hearing fome unufual clatter, 
He rofe, and overfet the platter. 
But, being hind’red in retreat, 

The gufhing porridge fcal’d his feet. 


as [have a mortgage in Hertfordthire, I beg of thee 
likewife, to have an eve of compaflion on that county. 
And for all the reft of the counties, thou mayeft deal 


He roar’d—a thoufand devils ftept in, with them as thou art pleafed, 

And ftrove amaiu to keep out Neptune, O enable the tank to anfwer all their bills, and 

For Pinto fear’d, left in the fright, make all my debtors good men. Give a profperous 

His dark defigns would come to light ; Voyage and return to the mermaid floop, which I have 

And Jove would fee in lucklefs hour, infured. And.as thou hait faid, that the days of the 
4 How far he ftretch’d his lawlefs pow’r. wicked fhall be but fhort, I truft in thee, that thou 
4 Such are the troubles, fuch the cares, wilt not forget thy promife, having purchafed an eftate 


When Gods neglect their own affairs. 
And, meddling in our mortal matters, 
Tear ell the world to rags and tatters, 


@ 


in reverfion of Sir J. C. a profligate young man. 
lalfo pray thee to keep our friends from finking ; 
and, if it be thy will, let there be no Ginking-funds, 
And keep my fon Caleb out of evil company, and ga- 
ANECDOTES. ming houfes: and fandify this nightto me, by preferv- 
- ing me from thieves and fire, and make my fervants 
hone and careiul, whilft I thy faithful fervant lie 
- WitriamLyon,a trolling player, who ufed, fome down ia peace, Amen. 
years ago, to perform at Edinburgh, and who was ex- 
cellent in the part of Gibby the highlander, gave the 
following furprifing inftance of memory. 
One evening, over the bottle, he wagered a crown EROM THE PRESS OF WILLIAM SPOTSWOOD, N° 55 
bowl of punch, that he, next morning at the rehearfal, MARLBOROUGH STREET, BOSTON, 
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